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(57) Abstract: A mark containing a measuring pattern and a refer-
ence pattern is transferred into each of a plurality of matrix-form par-
titioned areas on a wafer via a projection optical system while respec-
tively changing a focus position and a dosage on an image surface at
predetermined intervals. Then, the wafer is developed, each of the
partitioned areas on the developed wafer is imaged, and each element
of imaged data is template-matched. Since a reference pattern that
will not disappear at over-dosing and has a known positional rela-
tion with a measuring pattern is used, each element of imaged data
is quickly and easily template-matched based on a reference pattern.
Then, an attentional exposure condition (best focusing position) is de-
termined (steps 237-249) based on a matching result determined ob-
jectively and quantitatively for cach partitioned area.
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